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Polson Rural Fire Board Minutes 
October 10, 2007 

 

Old Business:    

 

IRVINE FLATS DEPLOYMENT -  Jack Clapp reported the tender is located at Mac Binger’s residence in Irvine Flats.  Jack ob-
tained the truck in August 2007.  The Irvine Flats area now has five active volunteer firefighters.  Excessive hands on training with 
recorded training records are maintained.  The fire area encompasses a large geographical area with a sparse population.  From a 
personal perspective for fire fighting and first response capability there is tremendous advantage to have the truck housed in the area.  
Jack is requesting board approval to house the truck in the Irvine Flats area year around.  While the building at Binger’s is old with 
no heat; any property owner  in the area would be willing to donate land and provide an airtight, heated building to house the tender.  
Chairman Hoyt indicated the proposal is an operational decision between Jack and Fire Chief Fairchild.  The board appreciates 
Jack’s generosity to construct a building and the proposal should be analyzed.  Trustee Meslin commends the Irvine Flat residents for 
their willingness to annex, pay increased taxes due to annexation, volunteer fire personnel, pay fuel expenses, and construct a build-
ing to house fire equipment.  Volunteer Fireman Tom Sadecki indicated Polson Fire covered Irvine Flats in the past and per capita 
cost should be analyzed.   Chairman Hoyt suggested heating costs for the building, fuel expense, and additional related costs should 
be worked out between Jack and Fire Chief Fairchild; then report back to the board.  

 

INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT – Trustee Meslin reported Attorney Bob Long’s rate is $60.00 an hour.  Trustees Meslin and Man-
ley completed a lot of research, therefore, the cost should be minimal.  The committee needs to seek legal advice from Bob Long 
prior to meeting with the Polson City Council.   

 

New Business:    

 

DNRC WILDLAND FIRE REIMBURSEMENT -  Fire Chief Fairchild requested the DNRC contract revenue earmarked to pur-
chase  new equipment – a new truck or specific tools.  By a prior motion Trustee Nelson indicated all additional funds will be depos-
ited in the capital improvement fund.  Trustee Meslin and Trustee Nelson suggested consideration should be given to the current loan 
payments for trucks.  The trucks are capital equipment and if funds are short the money in the capital improvement fund should be 
utilized for loan payments; although the money should not be used to pay operating bills.   

 

BRIDGE REPAIR –  Fire Chief Fairchild plans to contact Mark MacDonald to rent space across the bridge to house some fire 
equipment.  Although, most of the volunteer fire personnel reside on this side of the bridge.  All Lake County emergency services 
have some serious concerns with the bridge closure for six to eight months 11:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m. with one traffic lane open for 
emergency traffic only.  

 

BUDGET REPORTS -  Trustee Meslin requested monthly budget line item reports. Motion Trustee Nelson, seconded Chairman 

Hoyt monthly budget line item reports will be available.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 
MONTANA FIRE DISTRICT ASSOCIATION –  Trustee Meslin reported the association was designed to help fire district trus-
tees work with the fire departments.  The association is planning to regroup. 
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